"Hufﬂd age in Chrisk:

The Sacrament of Faithful, Lifeiong Love”™

Voice Recoanition
In the rush of people ficoding
out of the stadium after the game,

loe lost sight of his girlfriend,
Heidi, After ten minutes of search-
ing, he bagan to feel a bit gueasy.
How would he ever spot her in all
this noise and chaos?
suddenly, Joe heard
a familiar voice
Behind
him =ay,
"Hey,
loe; owver
here!”
Rellef
flooded
his face
as he
WO
through Ehe crowd, They held
hands a little tighter as they
walked to the pizza place.

CALLING: Rﬁ:mmlm_m
- Goo's Voice

In the Gospel of John, lesus says
he is the Good Shepherd, the one
who loves his sheep so much that
he is willing to lay down his life
for their sake. The sheep follow
the Good Shepherd because they
recognize his voice calling to
them,

As Christians approach adult-
hood, they listen for Christ’s vioice
to guide them in the choice of
vocatlon. Viecation is a calling to
a specific way of living out the
Christian faith: It is a little lilge
keing given a mission. Some
Christians will follow Christ as
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prigsts, professed
sisters or broth-
ers. Others may
feel called to
rermain single in
order tg give
themselves com-
pletely to a particular cause.

God Invites many Christians to
the vocation of marriage. For
Catholics, marriage is much more
than signing a “piece of paper”
{marriage license) or living in the
same apartment, Christlam mar-
riage is a8 sacrament, a way of
expressing God's love in the world.
Marriage is a calling from God to’
love orié’s spouse with the deep,
eternal love that Christ has for all

people,

CHRISTIAN MaRRiAGE: A
Umioue TyYpe ofF Love

In our society, the word "love”
has come to mean many things,
including as little a5 a nice feeling
we get from something trivial, like
a tup of aspresso coffee. How tan
Joe and Heidi know if their love is
the "marrying kind™?

Genuine marital love is a special
form of love between husband

Would you give
up coffee for
rn.a if T asked?
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and wife that mirrors the deep,
faithful love that Christ, the Good
shepherd, has for his sheep. This
lowve involves giving all of ona's
self, just as Christ gave completely
of himself for the sake of others
when he died on the cross,

Wie can learn a few things
about authentic marital love by
looking at the words of the
Cathuolic wedding ceremony, when
the priest azks the couple about
their intentions. Christlan marital
love is given freely, lasts a life-
time, and brings lIfe ta the world.

On Heidi
and Joe's
wedding
day, the
priest will
ask them,
"Hawve you
come here
freely and
without reser-
vation to give yourselves to each
other in marriage?”

"Freely and without reserva-
tion” is a formal way of saying,
“Are you doing this because you

Continued next page




Marriage

Truly want to be married to
this person?” Couples
shauld not marry merely to
please thelr parents, gain
citizenship, grapple with
an unplanned pregnancy,
or because they are
already living tagether,
They may have to deal
with these situations,
but these should not
be the main motiva-
tors for entering into mar-

riage. Christian marriage must be
based upon genuine love that is
frealy chosen.

The phrase “ta give yourselves
to each other in marriage”
reminds-us that marital love is
deeper than infatuation, Crushes
often fee| terrific because of an
emaotional high that comes from
receiving attention through being
"liked.” If Joe and Heidi have gen-
uine marital love, they will each
think more about giving to the
ather than about how much they
can “get” from the spouse.

In marriage, there are shared
times of joy, such as vacations,
the birth of a child, or a new
home, but there will also be times
of sickness, financial strain, and
parenting challenges on the mari-
tal journey. Feelings come and qo,
but Christian spouses need the
lind of love that endures through
thick and thin.

~ MaritaL Love
Lasts a LIFETIME

The second question the priest
will ask Heldi and Joe is, "Wl you
love and honor each other as man
and wife for the rest of your

lives
Although it is

"live together™
before marriage,
Catholics da not

Ing of yourself.
Cohabitation contains

| am only going to love
wou as long as it is con-
wenient or feels good,
Marriage involves loving each
ather “for the rest of your lives.”
It is also Interesting to notice
that both husband and wife are
called to 2 kind of love that hon-
ors each other, Catholic marrlage
1% & spirltual partnership
that includes
mutual respect
and admiration,
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LiFe-aiving

The priest
will also ask Joe and
Heidi, "Will you
accept children
lovingly from God,
and bring them up according
to the law of Christ and his
Churgh?®

Catholics treasure children as

currently popular to

belleve that cohabita-
tion is a complete giv-

the hidden message that

tal lowve is not limited to physically
glving blrth. Heidi and Joe will
bring spiritual |ife to each other as
their marital love deepens. They
will provide a qoed life for their
children through seeing ta their
spiritual, educational, social, emo-
tional, and physical needs as they
are growing.

To be life-giving in marriage
also means that the family brings
life to others outside the home
through voluntary acts of kind-
ness and compassion. For exam-
ple, a married couple may volun-
teer at a soup kitchen or serve as
foster parents,

It iz important to note that
some marriages exist without haw-
Ing children due to infertility or
old age. Couples may find thisa
difficult cross to bear. However,
marriage is still considerad a sacra-
ment when a couple [s unable to
hawe childremn.

gifts from God. Because God is the
Creator, parents can be called "co-
creators,” That is, although God is
the Author of life, huskand and
wife cooperate in producing new
life.

The life-giving quality of mari-




s a Callinc

Summary

Marriage is a special calling from God to love husband or wife
with love that is freely chosen, lifelong, and life-giving.

After the bridal couple answers "yes” to the three questions, the next part of the wedding ceremony Is the
“consent” (agreement to the marriage) or what is commenly called the "vows.” These promises declare to
God and the church community that they intend to be husband and wife in a sacramental way,

Below s one version of the consent or vows of the Catholic wedding ceremony. Study it carefully, reading
it several times. Which ideas already discussed are alse contained In the vows? What else do the vows tell us
about the meaning of Christian marriage?

I, (Name), take you, (Name), to be my husband/wife.
| promise to be true to you in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.
I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.

Some couples memarize their vows before the wedding.
Why might this be a good idea?
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During the wedding ceremon y;_tﬁe priest blesses wedding rings
to be worn by husband and wite. What do vou think the symbol
of the ring signifies? See back page for possible answers.




el i-Marriage as a Calling

Possible answers to the wedding ring symbolism:

@ Rings are circles. Circles have no beginning or end (you could just go around arid
around the circle) and marriage is 3 commitment for your entire life,

@ In our culture, wedding rings, worn on the ring finger of the left hand, are a
signal to other people that you are not “available” because you are already
marriad,

@ This custom of wearing the ring on the ring finger of the left hand began in
Egypt, where it was believed that a vein in this region connected directly to the
heart, the seat of love (see 5t. Cloud Marriage Preparation Newsletter).

Notes

(Moo from e mardage rite were faken from The Blites of the Cathalic Church, Valume:s, Study Edition
w O E g

v York, Pt

(i y Pb NS RO, PAGES FRE-FIFL

Luestions comments and contact information about this stixdy guide availabie at
Diocese of 5L

“loud - Family Life & Respect Life Office
08 North T Averue, Suire 102

5t Clowd MN cd3o3

Ahone {3200 252-4727 = E-Mall: Ty

i Slodioarg
Wl §lke. wwiw st |'|."_l-_l'-.|'."_iCx"s(-'.-:‘rgl-’l‘n".'
Brepared, wiritten and distributed by the Dipcese of 5t Cloud. Al mghis resanedd. $f03
Chstat: Robart C
hrpririalis + fafn F

Bishop of the Digcese of 5t Clowd




